Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 ADDIS 06725 061308Z 

43 

ACTION AF-06 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 NEA-10 ISO-OO PM-03 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 

PRS-01 INRE-00 /055 W 

076839 

P R 060942Z JUN 75 
FM AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 4772 
INFO AMCONSUL ASMARA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY IIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
AMEMBASSY PARIS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY SAN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ADDIS ABABA 6725 
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TAGS: PFOR PINS ET FT 

SUBJECT: ETHIOPIAN RADIO ANNOUNCES DEFECTION OF SULTAN 
ALI MIRAH HANFERE 

REFS: (A) ADDIS 6335 (NOTAL); (B) ADDIS 6554 (EXDIS) 

RADIO ETHIOPIA, AT 1400 HOURS LOCAL JUNE 5, AMHARIC NEWSCAST AND JUNE 
6 PRESS CARRIED ANNOUNCEMENT THAT AFAR SULTAN ALI MIRAH HANFERE FLED 
TO DJIBOUTI "IN A PANIC" FOLLOWING CLASH OF HIS FOLLOWERS WITH PMAC. 

ALI MIRAH IS CHARACTERIZED AS CLOSE FRIEND OF EX-EMPEROR HAILE 
SELASSIE, EX-CROWN PRINCE ASFA WOSSEN AND RAPACIOUS LARGE LANDOWNER. 
ANNOUNCEMENT ASSERTS THAT SECURITY FORCES ARE BRINGING FIGHTING 
UNDER CONTROL WHICH BROKE OUT "BETWEEN ALI MIRAH'S SUPPORTERS AND 
THE AFAR MASSES" WHEN SULTAN'S LAND GIVEN LATTER. ANNOUNCEMENT 
ALSO STATES THAT SULTAN OWES E$17 MILLION WHICH HE BORROWED FOR 
DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS IN HIS REGION. 
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